RSN and Speaker introductions for the 2021 NetOps6 Session,
Communication, Education and Outreach Programs

ShakeAlert Joint Committee for Communication Education and Outreach (JCCEO):The JCCEO is a USGS managed national committee was formed in 2016. This committee arose from the original ShakeAlert community of the USGS,  and west coast RSNs, and state governments. The committee guides the development of information products, partner development, and supports federal, state, and private sector coordination. 
Presenter:

Gabriel Lotto is the ShakeAlert Outreach Coordinator at the Pacific Northwest Seismic Network at UW. He works with technical partners to implement earthquake early warning across Washington and Oregon and supports a number of National ShakeAlert CEO initiatives. His PhD research focused on coupled models of subduction zone earthquakes and tsunamis.

Regional Seismic Networks overview:
University of Utah Seismograph Stations:
The University of Utah Seismograph Stations (UUSS) is a research, educational, and public-service entity that is housed within the University of Utah College of Mines and Earth Sciences. UUSS operates a monitoring network of more than 250 regional and urban seismic stations in Utah and neighboring areas, including the Yellowstone National Park region.

Katherine Whidden has been a Research Scientist at the University of Utah Seismograph Stations since 2010. Her research interests include earthquake sources, magnitudes of small earthquakes, and induced seismicity. She is involved in network operations as a duty seismologist and is an active member of the communications team.

Rebecca Sumsion (she/her) is the Communications Specialist for the University of Utah Seismograph Stations (UUSS). She leads the UUSS communications team, is responsible for posting and managing their social media, and serves as point contact for local media. Rebecca also leads public-service outreach efforts for UUSS and supports college outreach efforts for the University of Utah College of Mines and Earth Sciences.

Center for Earthquake Research and Information (CERI): 
Provides earthquake awareness and educational programs to thousands of K-16 teachers and students annually; supports informal education to support museum displays and exhibits; and focused outreach tailored to the needs of emergency management, insurance, NGO’s, engineering, urban planning, and professional development groups.  
CERI has also formed working relationships with both federal and state entities to better serve the public. The Director of CERI's education and outreach program Gary Patterson, also serves as executive director of the West Tennessee Seismic Safety Commission (WTSSC). 

Gary Patterson began his undergraduate work at Rhodes College in Memphis as an English major and transferred to The University of Memphis for a B.S. in Geological Sciences and M.S. in Earth Sciences with concentration in Natural Hazards.   He taught classes and labs in the Geology Department as an instructor until accepting his current position at CERI in 1998 as Director of Education and Outreach with various duties including public information officer, outreach coordinator, and grant manager.  In 2006, Patterson assisted TN Government in forming the West TN Seismic Safety Commission (wtssc.org) and has served as its Executive Director since 2008.  

University of Alaska Fairbanks, Alaska Earthquake CenterOur mission is to strengthen Alaska’s resilience to earthquakes and tsunamis through monitoring, research, and public engagement. We operate a statewide network of more than 250 seismic sites that we use to process the roughly 50,000 annual earthquakes. Alaska has experienced a magnitude 6.4 or greater earthquake annually for more than 20 years. 
educational outreach program: Lea began her obsession with Earth science at age eight after watching a documentary on volcanoes in school. Upon receiving her Bachelor’s degree in geology from Kutztown University in Pennsylvania, she moved to Fairbanks in 2004 to study seismology at UAF. Following her Master’s in geophysics, she spent 2 years as a data analyst with the Alaska Earthquake Center before spending a couple of years as a technical writer in the lower 48. She returned full time to the center in 2013 and is now a seismologist and cartographer. Her specialty is creating data-driven graphics and maps which she uses in overseeing the center’s public engagement efforts.

The Pacific Northwest Seismic Network  (PNSN)
The PNSN monitors earthquake and volcanic activity across the Pacific Northwest. The University of Washington and the University of Oregon cooperatively operate the Pacific Northwest Seismic Network (PNSN) with support from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), the U.S. Department of Energy, the State of Washington, the State of Oregon and the University of Washington Foundation. Beginning in 1969 with five seismometers, the PNSN has grown to approximately 500 seismograph stations distributed across the region, becoming the second largest Regional Seismic Network (RSN) in the United States. The PNSN is dedicated to reducing impacts of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions in the states of Washington and Oregon by providing accurate and fast information about earthquakes and ground motions to scientists, engineers, planners, and the public. The PNSN also advocates for and builds partnerships to work to reduce vulnerability to losses from earthquake and volcanic activity in our region through hazards education, contributing to public policy discussions, and encouraging investments in mitigation.

Bill Steele has served as the Director of Communications and Outreach for the Pacific Northwest Seismic Network (PNSN) at the University of Washington, since 1993. He works closely with news reporters and film makers to provide hazards information and coordinate scientist involvement in development accurate and interesting reports and documentaries. Bill supports interdisciplinary and interagency cooperation between university, government, and private sector research communities to identify hazards, vulnerabilities, and mitigation opportunities. He is Vice President and founding member of CREW (the Cascadia Region Earthquake Workgroup) where he chairs the Lifelines Committee and is an active member of CPARM (Contingency Planners and Recovery Managers).  Developing partnerships with public and private sector organizations to implement applications for the ShakeAlert earthquake early warning system is his most recent project.

