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wide at.the mouth and 25 in height; I cannot well describe the mu-
sic'onthe water from the cave!

- Spoke at the Red Banks. Quit the boats at the mouth of Cum-
berland river, embarked in a hoat from that river going to trade with
the Indians up the Arkansas. Atthe mouth of Ohio Iembarked
in.a keel boat. and descended the Mississippi to New Madrid, ia
Missouri. territory. -

.- The earthqua' zs here made awful distressamong the inhabitants,
as may be see . by the following letter, ' -

New Madrid, Territorv ~f Missouri, March 22, 1810:
DEAR 3R :— ‘ S _

IN compliancs with your reqiest, I'will now give you a history,
as full in detail as the limits of a letter will permit, of the late awful visita
tion of Providence in this place and its vicinity. g FRES

_.On the 16th of December, 1811, about two o'clock, A. M., we were
visited by a vinlent shock of an earthquake, accompanied by a very awlul
noise resembling loud butdistant thunder, but more hoarse and vibrating,
which was followed in a few minutes by the completo sataration of the.at:
mosphere, with sulphurious vapor, causing total darkness.. The screams
of the affrighted inhabitants running to and fro, not knowing where to go.
or what to do—the cries of the fowls and beasts of every species—tha
eracking of trees falling, and the roaring of the Mississippi—the crrent of
which: was retrogade for a few minutes, owing as is supposed, to an. irrup-
tion:in its bed—ormed a scene truly horrible. I'rom that time until about
sunrise, a number of lighter shocks occurred; at which time one still more
7iolent than the first took place, with the same accompaniments as the first,
and the terror which had beén excited in every-one, and indeed-in all ani
malnature, was now, if possible doubled. The inhabitants fled in.every,
dirgction to tlte country, supposing (if it can be admitted-that their minds
were exercised at all) that there was less danger at a distance from,. thax
near to the river. In one person, a female, the alarm was so. great. thal
she fainted, and could not be recovered. There were several shocks ofa
day, but lighter than those already mentioned until the 23d of January,
1812, when one occurred as violent as the severest of the former ones,.ac-
companied by the same phenomena as the former.  From this time until
the 4th of February the earth wasin continual agitation, visibly waving
as a gentle sea.  On that day there was another shock, nearly as hard a8
the preceding ones. Next day four such, and on the Tth about 4 o’clack,
A. M., aconcussion took place so much mere violent than those which
had preceded it, that it was denominated the hard shock. The awful dark
ness.of the atmosphere, which as formerly was saturated with sulphurious
vapor, and the violence of the tempestuous thundering noise that accom:
panied.it, together with all the other phenomena mentioned as ‘attending
the former ones, formed a scene, the description of which would require
the most sublimely fancifu! imaeination.. Ad first the Mississippi seemed
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torecedo from its banks, and its waters gathering up like a mountain, léav.
ing [or a moment many boats, which were hereon their way to New. Ot~
leans, oo the bare sand, in which tize {h poor sailors made their cscape
from them. It then risine fifteen or twenty leet perpendicularly, and ex-
panding, , 8. it were, at the sams moment, the banks were overflowed with
umtrﬂg_ndﬂ current, rapid as a torrent—the boats ‘which before had been
el on the sand were now tora from their ﬂ*ﬂurmgs, -and: suddenly. driven
upnlmin creek, at the mouth of which they laid, tothe distance in some
inatances, of nenrlv a quarter of a mile.  The river falhnqmnneimtaIy,
'an I‘npld as it had risen, recoded within its banks again with such vio-
lonce, that it toak with it whols groves of young cotton-wood trees, which
_'fﬂt‘lami its borders. They were broken off with such regularity, in some
instances, that persons who had not witnessed the fact, would be diflicultly
arsuaded, that it has not heon the work of art. A great many fish were
Fﬂﬂ on the banks, being -nable to keep pace with the water.  The river
was literally covered with the w reeks of boats, ang, 'tis said thot une was
wrocked in which there was a lady and mx children, all of whom were
loat. In all the hard shocks mentioned, the earth was horribly tom
pieces—ilie surface of hundrods of acres, was, from time to time, coverad
ower, of vartous depths, by the sand which issued from the fissures, which
werd mode in great numbers all over this country, some of which closed
up immediatsly after they had vomited forth their sand and water, which
H must be remnrked, was the matter generally thrown up. In some pla-
ess; howavar, there was 8 substance somewhatresembling coal, or impure
stone-coal, thrown up with the sand. .ltis impossible to say what the
depth ol the fissures or irregulaf breaks were; we have reason lo believe
ihut some of them wre very daep The site of this town wns pvidently
seetied down at least fifteen feet, and not more than half.a mile below tha
{awn thero doesinot.appeur to-be any alteration on the bank of tha river;
bt back. from tie river a snmii distance, the numerous large ponds_nr
Iakes, as tliey were called, which covered a'great part of the country, were
warly dried up. - Thé Beds of soms of them are elevated above'theirfor.
wer banka several feet; producing an alteration of ten, fifteen lo twenty
feet, {rom thoir nnmnn"l stute.  And lately it has been discovered thata
{skn wnn formed on the opposite side of the Mississippi, in the Indian
ermantry, upwards of one bundred miles in lensgth, and [rom one to six
mﬂﬂ i width, of the depth of fropn ten to ﬁ[w (pat. ~ It hhas coommunica-
wan with tha river &t bc-th ends, and it is conjecturaed that it will not be
many years befors the pmmpnl part, if not ﬂm whole of the Missi=sippi,
wiil pasx that wnp. We were constrained by the fear of our houses. fall-
ing to live twelve  OF gighteen: ‘months; alter the, first shocks, in little ilghi
camps made of boards; but we gradpally became callous, and returnedto
our houses again Mhll ol those who fled .from the couniry in the time
of the hard shocks havesince returndd home. - We have, since their com
mencement in 18711, and still continue o feel, slight shocks occasionally.
it is seldom indeod thet we are more tlm.n a week without feeling one, and
sometimes lhraﬂ or four in a day.. There wore two this wiriter p'mt much
Lanter than we have felt them for’ two years before; but since then they
appearts he lighter than they have &ver been, and we begin to hr:bPﬂ that-
ere long they will entirely cease.
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I have now, sir, finished my promised description of tlie earthquake—

Imperfect it is true, but just aHE oceurred to my memory; many of, and
most of the truly awful ecenes, having occurred three or four years ago.
They of course arc not related with that precision which would entitle il
to the character of a full and accurate picture. Butsuch as it is, it is given
with pleasure—in the full confidence that it is given to a friend.  And
now, sir, wishing you all good, Innustbid you adiecu.

Your humble servant,

The Rev. Lbrer]zu Dow. ELIZA BRYAN.

There is one circumstance which I think worthy of remark. This coun-
try was formerly subject to very hard thunder; but for more than a twolve
month-before the commencementof the Qurthlq]uaim there was none.at.all]
.and but very little since, a great part of . which resembles subterraneous
‘thunder. The shocks still continue, but are growing more light, and less
frequent.—E. B. e
- The vibration of the earth shook down trees, thousands of wik
lows were swept off like a pipe stem, about waist bigh, and the
swamps became high ground, and high land became low ground,
and two. islands in the river were so shaken, washed away and sunk,

ound. - SRR 7
as not to be tﬂ'uu , J | |

After speaking once; descended to Eﬁj_:l,‘mn Danks,.acres of whigl
had been.shaken down, the eflects of Which were aw(ully impres
sivel Being very high, some trees, the tops just above water, others

just ready-to fall and slide off.
* There are many sawyers in this river, i. e., trces fastened by’the
branches or roots inthe bottor of theriver, which saw up and down
by. virtue of the pressing of the water; while others are so firm ag
not at all to yield to the current. Those things make-it dangerous
going at night orin the fog: =~
We lay, by two nights and a day; the wind and fog being our hin-
dering cause. R
New Madrid bad been designed as the metropolis of the' New
World, but God sees not as man sees—it is deserted by most of ils
‘inhabitants; the upper Chickasaw™ Bluff does not wash like. the
others; and probably will be fixed upon one day as a proper site to
convene the portage upand downthe river, which now is inconvened
by the: Indians owping the soil, or the inundation of the water.—
* From New Madrid to Orleans, there isno high ground for settle=
* ments on_the west side of the river, the high" water flows back in
some places: 30 or-40 wiles, rising 50 feet, and the Ohio 65; onths,

P
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east side also, between the mouth.of the Ohio and the ‘WaInut Hlll&.
the phces for settlement are few.

. Our boat got aground near this bluff, but two men came onnrr in
a canoe, and he!pccl us cll—then we struck a planter and split. a.nd
bung the boat—which with difliculty was got off and mended; so I
quit her, paying my fare, and took to another. : - -

There are but few inhabitants for several hundred mlles, Indrma,
or wluteardewenerateﬁ to their level!: There are natural canals from
the Mississippi to Red river, and so to the sea, far west of Orleans,
the map.of this country is hut little understood—ten companies are
aow surveying the public military land.

At Iength llnndcd at Nalchez, obtained several letters, and not
'&ndmg my friends, I embarked in-auother boat, after paying my
fare; and onthe Eﬁﬂt of December; [ arrived in New. th:ﬂnslL hav-,
thg dwuqml {eom one boat or canoe to anothel llu;teen {imes. : R

Thus by ‘the. providence of God, after many -restless days ‘and,
nights, got to my journey’s end;'stayed about a “month, mostly at the'

‘bouseof Capt.” }V:Hmm Ross, who was 1n=pector of the port; and.
st wliose “house' ' Wils treated as a friend, in Luorope, when I first
arrived in a strange land.. May God remember them for good.

My books, thmug’h the delay of - the binders, did not come in time
far me. . 1 got only ‘aifew—took steamboat, ascended to Baton
Roage— visited St. Fram:m illeand several plnces in Florida; thence
w Woodville, Liberty, Washington, Greenville, Gibson® Port,’ an.dl
Warrington, Natchez and many-country parts; saw some of my old:
scquaintance; - bought @ horse and thinking to”return by land, sold
him agsin, being unable to endure the ride—so I went down the'rives,
wiaiting such- places as God gave meaccess unto.  On the Island of
Oelsany, I find the inttuence of - the clergy goingdown hill. Many
of the prople came lo some of ‘my meetings.

e Dluntrequested. me to preach his wife’s funeral.. She told
u hemalse should die, and pointed out the place where. she choose; to
Yo barfedi  But fow menfeel the uniorrin the bonds of: nature fore
tan he did.

i hplmed twelve, by request, showing that water was’not the es-
weiial point, but the'answer of ‘a good, conscience.” The ancients
med water. I availed myself-of the opportunity to impress the sub-
#= of 1xwanp religion home to thie heart, without which we could



